
Order of Worship 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 

Prepare Your Hearts 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 

Call to Worship 
Leader: Open up, ancient gates!  Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory enter.     
People: Who is the King of glory?  The LORD, strong and mighty; the 

LORD, invincible in battle.     
Leader:     The LORD reigns forever, executing judgment from his throne. He will judge the 

world with justice and rule the nations with fairness.      
People: The LORD is a shelter for the oppressed, a refuge in times of 

trouble.  Those who know your name trust in you, for you, O 
LORD, do not abandon those who search for you.  

Leader: Sing praises to the LORD who reigns in Jerusalem.  
People: Tell the world about his unforgettable deeds.      

From Psalms 24 and 9   

Prayer of Adoration 
 

Worship through Music 
 

Confession of Sin – Elder Leon France 
Leader:  The LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.       
People: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      

  Silent confession of sin 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 
Leader: By grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.   
People:  I am confident of this, that he who began a good work in me 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.     
                 From Psalm 149, 1 John 1, James 4, Ephesians 2, and Philippians 1 
 

Congregational Prayer – Elder Leon France 
  

Ministry Moment – Youth Ministry  
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Worship through Music  
 

Worship through Giving – Deacon Jorge Cajiga 
 If you are visiting with us, please do not feel any obligation to give.  

Children ages 3-5 (including K) may be taken to Children’s Worship. 
 

Worship through the Word Proclaimed – Pastor Marc Swan 
 Text: Luke 2:8-20 
 Series: Responses to the Reality of Christmas 
 Title: The Shepherd’s Fear  
Worship Through Communion 
 Grace Church welcomes all baptized Christians who forsake their sin, trust in Jesus Christ alone for salva-

tion, and have made profession of faith in any evangelical church to receive Communion with us. 
Gluten-free bread is available in the center dish 

 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.      
People: We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eter-

nally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made.      

Leader: For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.      

People: For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accord-
ance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

Leader:   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.   

People:  We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. AMEN.       

The Nicene Creed (Modern Version) 
*The word "catholic" refers not to the Roman Catholic Church, but to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Worship through Music 
 

Benediction   
 

Doxology 
 

Announcements  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“Doxology” is de-
rived from two Greek 
words: doxa 
(meaning, “glory”), 
and logos (meaning, 
“word”).  A doxolo-
gy, then, is a “word,” 
spoken or sung, 
which ascribes glory 
to God.  
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Luke 2:8-20 

 

 
Communion Prayers 
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 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-
er, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.       ESV 
 
Reader:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

A Prayer for Those Communing 
 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the ful-
fillment of all my need and may turn from every 

false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and 
living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin 

that clings so closely and to run with persever-
ance the race set before me, looking to You the 

pioneer and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Those Not Communing 
 

Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted 
by the cost of following You as I consider the 

reasons for doing so.  If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the 

reality of who You are.  Give me an under-
standing of You that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life You promise. Amen. 

 



Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Advent?* 

     The great proclamation “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 
1:14) assures us that God has entered into human history through the incarnation of the Son. 
The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s ac-
tions—past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as 
addressed to us—people who wait for the second coming. 
 

Why the Advent Candles? 
     Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness but 
have the light of life.”  The lighting of Advent candles depicts the growing expectation we have 
for the coming of Christ, the light of the world. 
 

*From The Worship Sourcebook, 2004, CRC Publications, Grand Rapids MI.  
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Missionary Moment 
 

Please pray for the missionaries we support and for the work God is doing throughout Rochester and the world! 
 

Several of our missionaries are in places of persecution and turmoil. For that reason, and at their 
request, not all of our Missionary Moments will be posted to the internet.  
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Growth Groups 
If you’re looking to grow in grace, build friendships, and use the gifts God has given you to serve others, consider joining one of 

our Growth Groups.  Growth Groups are small communities of people who study, pray, and fellowship together to go deeper 
in heart-understanding and life application of the gospel.  

 

 

Grace Church Finances 
        October Fiscal YTD           Balance 
Budgeted Giving         25,607       148,062 
Actual Income        25,102     137,481 

Actual Giving          24,322     133,413 

Facility Use Fees (Income)                    780           4,068 
Budgeted Expenses            23,158       154,860 
Actual Expenses            19,149        146,764 
Helping Grace to Blossom                  20,792          43,295                 94,905 
 

SUNDAYS at 7pm  
Location: Swan’s home (47 Leonard Crescent; 
Penfield) 
Topic: Love Walked Among Us 
Contact: Marc and Wendy Swan - 
marc@gracechurchpca.com / 764-3784 
 
SUNDAYS at 7pm 
Location: Daniel Savage’s home (126 Elmer-
ston Rd; Rochester) 
Topic: The Parables 
Contact: Daniel Savage - 
dsavage05@gmail.com / 406-3442 or Daniel 
Dutton - ddutt1@u.brockport.edu / 350-9238  
 
MONDAYS at 7pm 
Location: Various homes within group 
Topic:  Hebrews 
Contact: Robin & Joan Lambert - 216-9773 or 
John Fischer - 787-1224  
 
TUESDAYS at 9am (Men’s group) 
Location: Fellowship Room 
Topic: Concise Theology 
Contact: Robin Lambert -
robin.m.lambert@gmail.com 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS at 7pm  
Location: Fellowship Room 
Topic:  Romans 
Contact: Leon France - 544-0289 / 
lfrance@rochester.rr.com or Jerry & Roberta 
Smith - jerobsmith58@msn.com 
 
THURSDAYS at 7pm  
Location: Fellowship Room 
Topic:  Philippians 
Contact: Carl & George-Ann Schauffele - 594-
4103 / cnschauff@gmail.com 
 
THURSDAYS at 7:15pm  
Location: Various homes within group 
Topic: How People Change 
Contact: Alex & Katy Trygstad - 
katy.trygstad@gmail.com or Eric Walter - 
e.walter5@mac.com 
 
FRIDAYS at 7:15pm (EOW) (Men’s group) 
Location: Drew McClean’s home (1209 Culver 
Rd, Apt 1; Rochester) 
Topic: Culture Making 
Contact: Marc Swan - 
marc@gracechurchpca.com 
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Announcements 
1. Join us for a Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Room immediately following the service! 
2. Adult Sunday School topics for 12/24:  Ezekiel class: How Prophets Worked; What Is a 

Healthy Church? class: How Is a Church Healthy? 
Nursery for children under 4 provided; Classes for children age 4 through high school. 

3. Christmas Services:  On Christmas Eve we will have our normal worship service at 10:30 
am, as well as our “Lessons and Carols” Christmas Eve service at 6:30 pm. 

4. Next Sunday, Dec. 24, we will be taking a special Christmas offering to benefit the chil-
dren of the Reformation Hope Orphanage in Haiti. We are hoping to raise funds to pro-
vide a special Christmas meal along with some needs/wish list that the children in the 
orphanage have including a printer for the new computer lab, equipment to video the 
children's choir, and artwork for the orphanage. Please prayerfully consider giving to this 
opportunity. We also  looking for kids, with the help of their parents, to send an email 
Christmas letter to one of the orphans with the hope of  becoming "pen pals" over time.  

5. Please note that we will not be having Youth Group this Wednesday. 
6. The church office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26 in celebration 

of Christmas. 
7. If you’d like to request prayer or be added to the prayer distribution list, please email 

prayer@gracechurchpca.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving Today 
Nursery: Stephanie Sandwell, Roberta Smith, Heather Misula, Emily Schiffhauer 
Next Week: (12-24-17)  Lucinda Greer, David Urminsky, Emma Jane & Katherine Mary 
Chalone 
Children’s Worship: John/Betsy Hall, Rachel Nelson, Garrett Hall 
Next Week: (12-24-17) Sam Herbert, Luba Mason, Luke/Ellie Herbert 
Music Team: Aaron, Janet, Michaela, Bethany, Janice; PP: Nathaniel; S: Michael 
Next Week: (12-24-17) Tony, Heather, Neyir, Wendy, Jacob; PP: Will; S: Javier 
Greeters:  John & Shelley Fischer, Marc Caruana, Janet Hrdina  
Next Week: (12-24-17) Rosemary Bernard, Dale Kriewell, Matt & Betsy Geherin 
Scripture Reader: Linda Schiffhauer 
Next Week: (12-24-17)  Daniel Dutton 
Communion Preparation: Jared Yeoman 
Next Week: (12-24-17)  Jerry & Roberta Smith 
Coffee Hour:  Wendy Swan, Betsy Geherin, Joan Lambert 
Next Week: (12-24-17)  Cheryl Day, BG: Daniel Dutton, Lynn Byrne 
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Calendar 
Week of December 17 - 24, 2017 
 

Today, December 17th       
9:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 am Grace Worship Service 
3:30 pm Nursing Home Ministry at Hill Haven Nursing Home  
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact: Daniel Dutton or Daniel Savage* 
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact: Marc/Wendy Swan* 
 

Monday, December 18th      
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact: Robin/Joan Lambert* 
 

Tuesday, December 19th    
9:00 am Men’s Group; Contact: Robin Lambert* 
 

Wednesday, December 20th   
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact: Leon France or Jerry/Roberta Smith* 
 

Thursday, December 21st    
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact: Carl/George-Ann Schauffele* 
7:00 pm Growth Group; Contact Alex/Katy Trygstad or Eric Walter* 
 

Friday, December 22nd       
 

Saturday, December 23rd 

 

Sunday, December 24th  
9:15 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 am Grace Worship Service 
3:30 pm Nursing Home Ministry at Hill Haven Nursing Home 
6:30 pm Christmas Eve Service—Lessons and Carols 

 *Contact and study information for Growth Groups is found on the previous page. 
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